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NTO THE WILD

With grit and grace, entrepreneur and philnnrhmpist Susan Myers is r:\king conservation
to new heights with Save Giraffes Now. 8Y JANE HUMPHREY

“luse like Texas. giraffes are che biggese and
the best,” shares an enchusiastic Susan Myers,
founderand CEO of Save Giratfes Now

(sa

animal world." Alwa

cgiraffesnow.org). “They arc che nice guys of the

'S (‘.\kmg on new L‘h;l"\‘ngcs

;\ntl )llx‘nping m o lfnl{ a l1;|nt{ \\'hffl‘ \'h&" sces f‘l[.
Myers carries passion and erue chuezpah wherever

life rakes her.

Aftera lm\gnmc care

an invesement
l\:tnkﬂ' a n‘l one 5}7&'“[ \\'t)l‘klng asa tL'I‘]ZIIC i‘t)ﬂ‘[l‘;)”
coach for Prince of Peace Christian School in
Carrollton, Myers rraded in Wall Sereer and

rouchdowns for a new g\\:llz hrlpmg animals. *| have

abways loved giraffes and knew for my chird career

Iwanted to work wich animals.” savs Mvers. “The

need for saving giraffes is so imporeanc. Ic's called
the silent extinerion because people are unaware

that chey are decreasing in numbers. Once | saw

there was a big problem, | knew | waneed to jump

in and help fix

" And jump in she cerrainly has.
Myers founded che nonprofic organization in
order to help creace awareness for the declining

giraffe populacion in Afri

Through Save Giratfes

Now she and her ceam are able to help suppore
programs that are on the ground in Africa. *We
strive to make this organization as communicy-led
as possible. where the local people are giving ideas,

suggestions and making decisions.” Working with

parters (hrnughnm nine countries in A frica,

SGN has been able ro donate over a quarcer-

68

million dollars to various giraffe projeces. *My
background has caughe me o smile and dial 50 |

juse starced doing char wich che giratfe conservation

community.” explains Myers. “Doors have scemed
to just open up for me here. which is an indicarion
char chis mighe be my real calling” Whether ic's
establishing a giraffe quareer in Zambia where
these beloved animals can move freely, or working
with community members in Kenya where giraffes
are seranded from cheir families, the Save Giraffes
Now team is doing precisely whae chey set our ro
do: save these animals now. Through enchusiasm,
determination and educational rools. chey are
ceaching future generacions che imporeance of

taking care of wildlife.
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